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On April 1st, Montreal’s La
Presse newspaper published a supple-
ment dedicated to the very first cancer
research center in North America« the
Montreal Cancer Institute (Institut du
cancer de Montréal), which was
founded in 1947. By reading the four-
page supplement, we often came across
the name of an ungerouhi: Maral
Tersakian, executive director of this
important institution.

Ungerouhi Tersakian completed
her high school studies at College
Nishan Palandjian Djemaran in Bei-
rut, Lebanon. She then pursued a B.A.
in administration at Haigazian Col-
lege, and Master’s studies in Sociology
at the American University of Beirut.

Having settled in Canada,
Ungerouhi Tersakian worked at the
Ontario March of Dimes in Toronto for
one year, before moving to Montreal,
where she joined the Montreal Can-
cer Institute. Feeling a predisposition
and a love for philanthropy, she has
undertaken specialized studies at the
Université de Québec de Montréal,
and has furthered her specialization
by taking courses at the graduate
level from the University of Madison,
in Wisconsin, United States.

Thanks to her experience and
training, Ungerouhi Tersakian was
promoted to Director of Development in
1997, and Executive Director in 2009.

Ungerouhi Tersakian directs a
team dedicated to raising funds for
cancer research. Many means are uti-
lized as fund-raising tools« specifically

the organization of a major benefit con-
cert, the Concert contre le Cancer, major
and annual campaigns, a run in down-
town Montreal and many other events.
Ungerouhi Tersakian who is a
well respected fund-raising profes-
sional in the Montreal philanthropic
community, is also very involved in
the Armenian Community Center: An
active member of HOM, Hamazkayin
and Sourp-Hagop Church, ungerouhi
Tersakian actively participates in the
development of these institutions
close to her heart by sitting on numer-
ous committees whose mission is to
raise funds or organize special events.
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MY ARMENIA, MY HOM

In October of 2010 the Arme-
nian Relief Society celebrated its 100
Anniversary in Armenia.

When I boarded the Air France
flight to Yerevan to join the
ungerouhis of the largest independ-
ent non-sectarian philanthropic or-
ganization serving the humanitarian
and cultural needs of the Armenian
people, on their centennial journey, 1
had no idea that my life will change
forever.

This was not my first time in Ar-
menia, the truth is I was born there
and I go back almost every summer as
a tourist, and as a tourist I have a fan-
tastic time in all the great restaurants,
from authentic Armenian to the best
French cuisine outside of Provence.
Yerevan has them all and that’s not
everything. The concerts, the theatre
the arts in general is a smorgasbord of
Life candy. But none of those experi-
ences prepared me for the journey I
was about to take. Change came
slowly, unexpectedly but naturally just
like all real things in life.

At first it was the flags and the
wreaths at Zizernagapert from 26 dif-
ferent countries with ARS chapters,
coming together in solemn remem-
brance for the victims of the Genocide.
Consider this sobering thought: ARS
is in all those countries because of the
Genocide. We are the daughters of
survivors, we have come back not just
to pay respect but to also in our own
unique way to insure the survival of
our nation.

The air is thick with positive en-
ergy one could almost feel Uouk
UwjpphYy rushing around making sure
everyone in haven is watching, and
knowing of her she has also mobilized
the blessings department to work
overtime.

As we left the Remembrance
Monument I could almost feel the
pride on our ancestor’s faces as they
looked at us walking down the moun-
tain «niu niuh» singing «U.pphilinn
11pop »... Yes the heavens were smiling!

If the message at Zizernagapert
came as a mellow summer day then
the visit to the orphanage in Vanazor
must have been a summer storm. If
you have been in a summer storm in
Yerevan, you know that rain comes in
suddenly and fiercely. It cleans every-
thing in a matter of moments and
then the sun shines the birds sing as
if nothing happened.

As we entered the main building
at the orphanage the children started
singing for us. The tears were rolling
down every ungerouhis face hiding
them was pointless. The moment was
surreal. Suddenly, every effort, every
cent we had raised for our HOM be-
came real people. Little people, peo-
ple with arms and legs, people with
voices and most importantly faces that
looked up at us with puzzled smiles
wanting to know why we were crying?
Were we not happy with the cakes
they had prepared? Did we not like
the songs and dances they had
practiced to present to us? One look
through Vanazor one soon realizes
that this school is the nicest building
in the Surrounding area.

This is typical of everyplace we
visited structures under ARS care
were the most looked after.

I separate myself from the
group and decide to take a walk
through the campus, a young girl
Zovinar, age 7, catches up with me
and asks if she can hold my hand!

At the orphanage in Vanazor

First stop: clean and tidy bunk
beds, next the classrooms small but
well equipped, Gymnasium, old but
organized; in the dim light I noticed a
poster wrapped in plastic on the wall
it was a poster of the Armenian Olym-
pians. This poster speaks volume
about the school. The children are
taught to think big, positive, healthy
thoughts. Soon it became obvious that
they had achieved that at this school.
When I ask my little escort Zovinar if
I could give her one thing what would
it be? To my astonishment this little
polite young girl of 7 in a small village
of Vanazor, asked if I could take a
photo of her with my bag, and when I
asked why (please sit down if you are
not, you need to be ready for this) she
gave me the designers name of my
bag. And when I asked how she knew,
the reply was: “I saw it in my compu-
ter lab on the internet.”

The ARS of Sweden had given
this school a computer lab.

Sale of luxury goods is one thing
this Homouhi specializes in.

If I am sure of one thing in life
besides the love of my family and my
culture is this: the desire for luxury
brands can not exist without a science
of well-being.

I dreamt about Uniyhlwp that
night. In my dream she had become a
world famous designer.

Nothing is impossible after all as
Father Emmanuel Vardanyan
pointed out: if someone had said to us
that we will be celebrating the ARS
100th anniversary in free and inde-
pendent Artsakh, 30 years ago, we
would have thought it to be a dream!

Well those dreamers should have
seen our convoy of buses enter Artsakh
escorted by a police motorcade. The wel-
coming banner at the entrance to
Stepanagert summed it all up.

«ULGE huufananlf LGf u]:p
wninn  abnfbppZ0Unihhlbph» (We
kiss your love giving hands, ARS-ers).

ARS has become part of the es-
sential fibre making up this great
land. Our Land, one we have paid a
very high price for. You would be hard
pressed to find a family that had not
made the highest form of sacrifice for
this land.

At the Pantheon where the
Azadamardiks of Artsakh are laid
to rest, the appreciation for our work

achieved a new height as a General of
our Army thanked us for giving him
confidence in knowing that his young
solders’ families would be looked after
if they don’t come home from the bat-
tlefield, most of us were still thinking
about his words when the really big
thank you came. It came so strong,
so loud, with such a bang that the
alarms of the nearby cars started
to go off. Two fighter jets of the
free independent army of Artsakh
flew overhead in a military salute
formation... I wish I had 10 million
eyes so I could give them to every Ar-
menian in the world. There are no
words I know to describe the emotion.
All T know now that it is physically
possible for ones heart to come out of
one’s’ chest to fly high with pride. This
is the same pride that washes over
you when you see the children in 11
Sosse Kindergartens of Artsakh start
there day with Mer Hayrenik followed
by 30 minutes of exercise while sing-
ing “Hay kajer, hay kajer, orne yekel
orhasagan, aryan gnov ankam bid
azadenk Hayasdan...”

It has been 6 months since that
morning in Stepanagert where the
sound of children singing from nearby
school became the grand finale of our
trip to Armenia. Our trip may be over
but the journey just started, this trip
changed me personally in too many
ways to mention.

This little article is only a sam-
ple of the rich wonderful, meaningful
life changing experience the ARS
centennial celebration in Arme-
nia was to me.

I have to make sure the ARS
prospers and continues its won-
derful work, so when they cel-
ebrate the 200 years in Erzroum,
the ungerouhis can stay at a
luxury resort on mount Ararat
called Hayasdan and they can all
shop at exclusive designer bou-
tique called “Zovinar Interna-
tional.”

And this time it will be all of us cre-
ating an irarantsoum in the Heavens!

CLARA AGOPIAN
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ARS SOCIAL SERVICES REPORT
(June 2010 - March 2011)

The Social Service had a total of 580 clients. Cases vary from hous-
ing to placement at nursing homes. This year most cases were related to
social housing, and employment. For social housing the applications are
completed online at the office, then printed and handed to the clients for
mailing. Later follow ups are done when needed. In cases of employment
resumes are prepared, and clients are assisted by referral and networking.

This year we had two cases of homeless elderly. For one we contacted
the family, had them involved and were able to place him at a nursing
home. Unfortunately the second elderly client has no family, and refused
assistance regarding housing issues but we were able to help him with
daily needs, such as clothing, food and directing him to shelters.

During the holidays monetary donations were made for needy fami-
lies and on Christmas time we assisted 3 families with gift certificates.

At the same time we were approached by Very Rev. Father Meghrig to
donate gift baskets to the needy families. With the consent of the clients we
gave names of 4 families to St. Mary’s Church to visit them with their gifts.

For New Year's celebrations, we organized our annual visit to 3 nurs-
ing homes to celebrate Christmas.

Each month lunch is prepared for Ararat nursing home on the last
Wednesday of the month. Those who would like to make contributions,
please approach to our office only, and contact Lolita Naranian.

There are 27 elderly at Ararat, 11 at North York, and 4 at Seven
Oaks nursing homes. If anyone would like to join our volunteers to visit
the elderly please contact the office.

Ung. Lolita Naranian has been attending the LIP council meetings,
which is a Local Immigration Partnership Project that provides informa-
tion to newcomers. By her joining this group we are able to network with
other agencies. We have also been able to advertise our office in the book-

let that has been provided by the council.
ARS SOCIAL SERVICES
(416) 495-0644
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UguopmuG tGppuvnwuwpnp JunmwG ntuywpn
Apres le pain, l'éducation est le premier besoin du peuple.
zl—l-lgtil lFll‘[g, ﬂLllnLLrE (}ﬂllnl[ﬂLFlZ_[l Lullluzllil l[“’[’[l’Pi’ 4_2
Georges Danton
(1759-1794)
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UnGoptwy
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ChehiiwG Ugpu QuGwn Swuvhy
Lwiwy

Juwpjunbwl Qniwuppe Zwwnpuntwb LqquiGnip

Jwpswlwl GeplugugnighsGlp’
NniyupbwG BGGw (UnGepkwy)
UwpqhubwG dwpukGhy (@npnGpeo)

20U-h GuGwwwgh spowGh
«Upunk uppn»
wnwpbywl GnippuwunnGtipnt guGy
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GwuwwbtwG Uwpqo
Guwnunwnuquntf Swudhy
Guppniqiwt Uppjw
GnpgiwG GEnpq
GpuwtiwG UGh
Qupwptwb Zniph
OnpugtiwG Uipwpup
ERpwidtwG Uipniu
PwoGtwG Unitwpn
woGtwG YkpdhG
@hipehGabwG buynifip
[@hiLGpsh Uppnifih

(O $LGpatwG Unpthh
PniphyttwG Utinw
[@owh LppunhG
dwiynstiwG Swudhy
LwjtbwG Utinw
LhwytptwG NYuwGGu
MwytipiwG UnGw
whytwG Vwihph
YuwpuwytinmtiwG UipdhGk
YuwpuytimtiwG LhGunw
UppwynubwG npu
ULoGGtiwG Cwpk
2Zwkptw6 Shwiw
UwpquptwG Uijhu
UwpquptwG Lhih
UwGahytwG Shpnuy
U'wpniptwG UnGu
UwdwltwG UGh
U'wnuwptwG UpdhGk
UtippnGhwG ‘Uniwupn
Und6twG-Pwywph Uipu
Vwhfwytnbtwb wyo
Nwudwatwb U.Gh
NEq6hwG Ywpnniy
NkotwG UGwhihwn
Mnyyuptwt UGGw
UwhwytwG VkYunwp
UwfwytwG Mngq Uwph
UpdypriiwG Uouh
SwpwqtwG pd. Uwgph
Stp NwquptwG Ukyunwp
ShipptiwG UGwhihwn
DwjwGEtwG LnwuphG
LLoubjtiwG Uwpuy
LloutiiwG Uwpp
OfiwGtwG Mhpw

PNrNuvPeo
«PniphGu» SwuGwdhin
UqwGbwG UkjhGw
UynptiwG CnipwG
U6tstwG Uinthh
UntinnputiwG EpphunpG
Guniunbtwt Uppu
GupwlyttwG Upigh
GuuwybwG UnGw
GwuwwytwG MniphGu
GnwGatwG Uqo
GnintiwG UpdtiGnifh
GnymddtwG Gypwyuk
OyeniGghwG Lwyynifih
PwqinptiwG ShwGw
PwottwG Utinu
Cwpgh PuGGw
@bykdh PpkG
@tpqtwG Lhiup
@hehqtiwG Lwijwing)
@hphqtiwG Uoup
Phphqtiwt Mwidwn
PnphytwG Pppwie
@npnitwG Uwphw
PnpiwpatiwG Znhth

dwlwnt Swudhy
hGaLtwG pd. Vwwnpw
Zwddwp Luniuy
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ZwipwnptiwG Lhiup
Zwupp@liwG Ungdh
JulwwqgbtwG d*hijhke
AnpnnptwG Swphw
UwpuppnutiwG Uwpo
UhpwpbiwG UnGw
UwynnutiwG Upbjwu
U'wjtiwG Lnpw
UtuupwpphGiwG Oupy
VwhuGphptwG Uwph
VwwptwG W EG
VwfwnptiwG Uprqué
Vwlwptiwl UnbtihwG
UpwGtwé Lojhpw
CwhhGhwG Vwghpp
CwhAhGtwG LppunhG
ChrehitiwG Uihu
NwhngtiwG Lwghph
NuytwG Swudhy
Nuwupwitwt Ftnnifh
NuwnpnutiwG Updhy
NEpwkptwG Cniphy
NEpwptwl Unpw
UwpqputiwG UnGw
UwpghutiwG JwputGhy
UtiptiwG Uwpuy
UtrwytwG Utinw
SwpwqftwG Uwph
Stp Gwuwwp Uoup
SnpGw Qthpin
QGEGunhpEhwG Shqpwinifih
LLtosytptiwG Uprqui
dtpiwGtwG Lpwup

LURUL
«Cnioh» YwuGwédhin
UypwptiwG UwGwG
GuniuntiwG Uwinigwy
QtiinpqtiwG ShqpuiGnifip
BpkgtwG Uwpghu pd.
EpibpatwG Mthpw
whwG Unuh
@upqtiwG Tnyhy
LwhuniiwG Uwpo
ZwgwugnnpdtiwG Uwph
UwlnytiwG LtpdhGk
UwGytwG @wqgnifih
UwpniGhwG Updw
SnyutihtiwG Uwpuy
NwpnutiwG dodo
NMnjwtwG Ehq
NoywitwG Upigh
JuwpyupbhwG Qniwppe
Lpuhttw UiGdh

ZUURLY
«Uptiry dwuGwéin
UwlnytwG Vwpwih
OEGuwbwG UtihGk
ULk$tptiwG UipdkGnifip

Q.LUNha
«Utnpp» dwulGwépin
OnunwatiwG U.quunnifp
OnjuntiwG Uppyw

Ofe /Ul
«UtirwG» SwuGwuéhin
QuwnbtwG LEGu
Uwtip UGh
NipwkptwG 2EpdhGk

Nhhvolr
«PniphGw» dwuGwéhin
LayktiwG Bpdwunm

UhURUNUy,

«Unwquuwny SwuGwéahin

uruve quUerhve
«Upwq SwuGwéahin»

JULSNr4or
«Upwq SwuGwéahin»
SwiiptwG UwGGhy
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