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DR. PROFESSOR ISABEL
KAPRIELIAN-CHURCHILL

Dr. Kaprielian’s father came to Canada
exactly 100 years ago; her mother was a Geno-
cide survivor. Dr. Kaprielian was born in
Hamilton, where she attended the ARS sup-
plementary school. She graduated from Cen-
tral Secondary School, with a full tuition
scholarship to McMaster university. After
graduating in Honours History from
McMaster, she continued her studies at the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto and graduated in 1984
with a PhD. Her thesis is entitled “Sojourners
from Keghi: Armenians in Ontario to 1915.”
She has taught at Ryerson Polytechnical Uni-
versity in Toronto, OISE, and York Univer-
sity.

In 1996, she took a position at California
State University, Fresno, in the Department
of History. She was promoted to full professor
and named Professor of Armenian and Immi-
gration History. Dr. Kaprielian held that post
until 2005 when she retired as Professor
Emerita. While at Fresno State, Prof.
Kaprielian designed and taught three special-
ized and original courses: The Armenian
Genocide in Comparative Context; Armenians
in North America; and The History of Child-
hood and the Family.

Prof. Kaprielian has presented papers in
Canada, the United States, Europe, and Ar-
menia at scholarly conferences and at commu-
nity gatherings. An award winning author,
she has published numerous articles in ref-
ereed scholarly journals, chapters in books,
and books. Her definitive history, Like Our
Mountains: a History of Armenians in
Canada, won the Clio prize awarded by the
Canadian Historical Association, as the best
book on Ontario history for 2005. Her next
book, Sisters of Mercy and Survival: Arme-
nian Nurses from 1900 to 1930 will be pub-
lished this year.

Dr. Kaprielian has won many awards
and scholarships, including doctoral and post-
doctoral fellowships awarded by the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada. In 1986, she won the Marion Porter
Prize as one of the co-authors of Looking Into
My Sister’s Eyes: An Exploration in Women’s
History, awarded by the Canadian Research
Institute for the Advancement of Women, for
the most significant work of Canadian femi-
nist research. In 1999 the Armenian Relief
Society recognized her work in education and
historical writing by granting her an “Out-
standing Achievement Award.” In 2009 she
was awarded “The Person of the Year Award”
by the Armenian Prelacy of Canada and was
presented with a copy of a 13* Century Arme-
nian Gospel.

Dr. Kaprielian is married to Professor
Stacy Churchill, professor emeritus at the
University of Toronto, and has three children.

WAR, NURSING, AND THE ARMENIAN RED CROSS

ISABEL KAPRIELIAN-CHURCHILL

War has been the bloody companion of mod-
ern nursing since the Crimean War (1854-56). In
the middle of the 19t century, Florence Nightingale
and her assistants cared for sick and wounded sol-
diers in the Selimiye Barracks in Scutari, Constan-
tinople, built by the famous Armenian architect
and engineer, Krikor Balian. Here Nightingale for-
mulated the principles of modern nursing and a
short time later started her training school for
nurses at St. Thomas’s Hospital in London. Her
work ushered in the modernization of nursing, led
to reform in nurse education and training, and gen-
erated a worldwide transformation of hospital care.

Almost simultaneously, the International Red
Cross emerged, also out of war. Henri Dunant, a
Swiss businessman, was shocked by the carnage of
the Battle of Solferino (1859) in the Austro-
Sardinian War. In a single day, about forty thou-
sand soldiers died or were left wounded on the field.
Dunant was so scandalized by the terrible after-
math of the battle, the suffering of the wounded sol-
diers, and the almost total absence of medical at-
tention that he spent the rest of his life creating
and building an organization to help with the treat-
ment and care of the wounded without discrimina-
tion of gender, race, religion, or ethnicity. Thus was
born the International Red Cross.

Nursing and the Red Cross joined forces dur-
ing and following World War I, as nurses, some
trained and others dedicated volunteers, worked in
Red Cross hospitals and clinics set up in war zones
to treat the sick and wounded.

Well before the war, Armenian women and
men had come together in the Caucasus, in the Ot-
toman Empire, in Europe, and in North America to
form branches of the Red Cross. Not surprisingly,
the branches in Turkey and the Caucasus collapsed
during the Genocide, but were quickly reconsti-
tuted after the Armistice. Indeed, the Armenian
Red Cross of Constantinople received official recog-
nition and status by the Red Cross and sent Dr. Kh.
M. Ajemian as its representative to the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross convention in
Geneva in 1921.

After the Armistice, members of the Armenian
Red Cross in Turkey and Armenia - many of them
traumatized victims themselves - began organizing
hospitals, clinics, orphanages, and rescue centres for
women who had escaped bondage from Turks,
Kurds, and Arabs. While subjected to dangerous
conditions, Armenian nurses, many of whom had
been trained by Armenians, in hospitals like Holy

Saviour, or by American, German, Scandinavian, or
French medical personnel cared for Genocide survi-
vors in these hurriedly organized facilities.

In Tarsus, for example, Red Cross members
recognized the pressing need for a hospital to serve
the growing number of refugees pouring into the
city. Overcrowding and deprivation spread the fear
of epidemics. With the assistance of local French
authorities and the Armenian Legionnaire, Dikran
Arakelian, Red Cross women raised funds, found a
suitable building, and rallied a group of eight doc-
tors. With great joy they opened their spotless fif-
teen-bed hospital and clinic in the fall of 1919,
proudly displaying the name “The Armenian Red
Cross Hospital.” From then to December 31, 1920,
7,974 patients visited the clinic and the hospital
pharmacy dispensed 11,140 medications. A hun-
dred and eighty women and girls and 130 men were
overnight patients in the hospital. In the first year,
fourteen deaths occurred and ten births. Illnesses
included 4,240 cases of malaria — widespread in
the region — and lesser numbers of conjunctivitis,
diarrhea, dysentery, and bronchitis. Impoverished
patients received treatment and medication free of
charge.

Countless refugees fled to Tarsus following
the siege and evacuation from Marash in February,
1920, during a raging blizzard and the ignominious
French military retreat. Suffering starvation and
frostbite in hands and feet, they were entrusted to
the good graces of the Red Cross. Two professional
nurses, Miss Nouriza Geozubeyoukian and Miss
Azniv Marabanian worked full-time, and one of the
members of the executive of the Red Cross, Mrs.
Mariam Nahabedian, volunteered in the hospital,
devoting herself to her patients to the point of “for-
getting home and loved ones.” Together Armenian
nurses, nurse’s aides, and nursing volunteers took
the unfortunate refugees under their wing and in
the ensuing months, cleaned their sores, prepared
their meals, cared for them around the clock, and
nursed them from the shadows of death.

In their commitment to humanity, members
helped not only Armenians, but other Christians
and Moslems as well. “We must admire these val-
iant women,” wrote E. Coustilliere, French com-
mander and governor of Tarsus. “They continue
courageously their charitable work and use their
own personal resources to help the disinherited.”

Excerpted from I K-C, Sisters of Mercy and Survival:
Armenian Nurses, 1900-1930, publication pending
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prix Aurore Bégin en 2010.
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ARS. SUMMER CAMP 2011

This summer, for seven wonderful weeks, July 4t to August 19%, The

A.R.S. summer Camp offered a fun filled recreational program to almost
200 campers from the Armenian Community at the Armenian Youth Cen-
tre, a safe and state of the art facility.

The camp director, along with the help of well-trained camp
counselors and a team of young volunteers supervised camp activities in-
cluding various sports, arts and crafts and interactive computer activities,
as well as Armenian music, song, dance, drama, and poetry classes. The
camp activities were supervised by A.R.S. Summer Camp Committee, who
overlooked the day to day activities of the entire camp operation.

The staff and the campers enjoyed weekly field trips to Wild Water
Kingdom, Centre Island, Ontario Place, Wonderland and other water
parks and recreational facilities. Special theme days were organized
weekly which added flavor to the camp and were greatly enjoyed by all.

Thanks to the donations received from A.R.S. Central and A.R.S. To-
ronto Roubina Chapter, as well as other organizations within the Armenian
Community Centre including the St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church, the
whole camp was treated to pizza lunches and deserts every week.

Like in the previous years, once again the A. R.S. Summer Camp received
financial grants from the federal and the provincial governments to facilitate
the camp activities and to help with the payroll and the related expenses.

The closing ceremonies took place on August 18, where the guests
and the parents enjoyed a great enthusiastic program filled with music,
dance, drama and poetry performed by staff and campers.

A.R.S. Summer Camp takes pride in providing a recreational pro-
gram every summer where the Armenian language, music, dance and her-
itage is passed on to our young generation in a warm, loving and safe envi-
ronment. We hope to see children and youth ages two to fourteen to join us
for a great summer in July 2012.
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2012 - ARS Social Services Office
TORONTO ROUBINA CHAPTER

The activities of the ARS Social
Services office (Toronto-Roubina
chapter) was varied throughout the
year.

We dealt with a total of 623
cases from June 2011 to April 2012.

A large number of our cases
were related to social housing, em-
ployment, as well as settlement serv-
ices for newcomers. Our support in-
cludes everything from advocacy for
services to assisting with the comple-
tion of application/government forms,
driving clients to critical appoint-
ments, visits to community agencies
and interpreter services

General housing issues have
also been a part of the services we
provided this year. We assisted home-
less clients, as well as clients in need
of affordable rental housing.

During Thanksgiving, we con-
nected a number of families in our
community with the healing space or-
ganization, to receive food baskets.
This year we donated $50 to partici-
pate in this initiative.

During Christmas we organized
visits and pastoral services to 3 long

term care nursing homes. Seven
Oaks, North York Seniors Health
Centre and Kennedy Leisureworld
(Ararat). We also provided lunch for
Ararat residents. We visited 3 fami-
lies in our community during the
Holiday season and presented them
with grocery gift certificates to assist
with their ongoing financial chal-
lenges.

During Easter we visited the 3
nursing homes again and provided
lunch for Ararat residents. Our com-
mittee members provided Easter
eggs, tchorag, and chocolates for each
of the residents. We presented these
with HOM greeting cards and they
were very graciously received by all.

On the last Wednesday of each
month, lunch is provided to the Arme-
nian residents at the Ararat long term
care residence. These lunches are pro-
vided through the generous donation
of HOM or community members. If
anyone would like to make a dona-
tion, please contact our ARS Social
Services Office.

Our Social Services Caseworker,
Lolita Naranian has joined and has

been attending LIP (local immigration
partnership) meetings in the region
that link various community agencies
in providing information to newcom-
ers. Membership in this group allows
us to network with other agencies
which provide a variety of services. We
have also been able to advertise our of-
fice services in the booklet that has
been developed by this council.

This year as always we organ-
ized our Annual Food Drive in com-

memoration of April 24 Armenian
Genocide. The ARS high school school
students played an integral role in
supporting the food drive by bringing
in and collecting non-perishable food
items.

ARS Social Services is always
looking for volunteers to assist with
the work of the office. We encourage
anyone who is interested in doing so,
to contact our office and speak with
Lolita.
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Elize Bogossian-Melkonian

The Armenian Relief
Society of Canada is proud
to have been serving Arme-
nian communities through
the tireless efforts of our
dedicated volunteers for dec-
ades. Over the years, our
volunteers find and give pre-
cious time out of their busy
work and home lives, dem-
onstrating a true dedication
to the goals of our organiza-
tion and their own personal
values about the importance
of community building and
humanitarian aid.

Every few years we
hear about the exceptional
successes of one of our vol-
unteers in their personal or business
life, and along with the extreme pride
we feel for their accomplishments, we
feel a sense of excitement to share this
news with our readership and broader
community.

In April 2011 ARS was delighted
to hear that one of our longstanding
members Elize Bogossian-Mel-
konian, who has generously provided
humanitarian aid and has extended
her artistic talents to our organization
since 1996, was recognized by her em-
ployer Air Canada as one of their ex-
ceptional employees through the Air
Canada Award of Excellence program.

The Air Canada Award of Excel-
lence program recognizes outstanding
employees for their contributions as
leaders in their business community
as well as for their perseverance and
tenacity to live out Air Canada values
of service to the community in every-
day working life.

Elize was one of the 56 colleagues
(selected out of 26,000 employees) who
was honoured with this prestigious
award for her community leadership
and excellence of service. Winners of
the Award of Excellence are considered
laureates, leaders and role models who
go above and beyond their duties for
the business community comprised of
colleagues and customers. This fall,
Elize was presented with the prestig-
ious trophy at an Excellence Awards
Celebration hosted by Air Canada
president Mr. Calin Rovinescu.

This comes to no surprise to us as
Elize has continuously and graciously
served the Armenian Relief Society as
well as the larger Montreal Armenian
community since childhood. Elize is a

first generation Canadian
born on September 10, 1969
in Montreal, Canada. She
. currently lives in Montreal
| with her husband Richard
| Melkonian and two beautiful
boys Aren and Tero. Pas-
sionate about art from a very
young age, Elize graduated
high school with Honors in
Art and went on to complete
a degree in Illustration and
Design at Dawson College
from 1986 - 1989. Quickly
recognized for her talent,
Elize was hired by a graphic
design firm even prior to her
graduation! Since gradua-
tion, Elize has worked in dif-
ferent agencies and corporations gaining
professional experience that led her to
her most current position as Manager of
Air Canada’s In-House Design Studio.
Her work at Air Canada broadened her
horizons as a designer. Elize works with
industry leaders from all parts of the
company to maintain, uphold and em-
power the Air Canada brand. She has
been instrumental in the production of
airport signage, onboard menus, maps,
websites, and training manuals. Elize

views her career as one that
provides the gift of ongoing learning and
self-development.

Elize’s passion for her commu-
nity and for the arts blended ex-
tremely well. While her parents first
initiated Elize’s involvement in the
Montreal Armenian Community by
enrolling her in the Homenetmen
Gamk Brownie troupe, Elize re-
mained in scouting until her late
teens and by the age of 12, joined the
Homenetmen Gamk Basketball group
where she stayed active into adult-
hood. Elize has served as coach to the
Midget Girls and Junior Girls teams
for several years as well as member of
the Homenetmen Gamk Executive
and sports committees. Over the
years, she has extended her artistic
talents to hundreds of organizational
publications.

Similarly, Elize’s involvement in
the Montreal Armenian Relief Society,
which began in 1996, continues
through her humanitarian and artistic
contributions. We are extremely proud
of Elize, we wish her continued success
and look forward to many more years
of her collaboration and involvement
in the Armenian Relief Society.
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The Commission on the Status
of Women is “the principal global
policy-making body dedicated exclu-
sively to gender equality and advance-
ment of women.” The global commu-
nity including UN Member States,
civil society and the private sector
meet annually at the United Nations
to discuss critical problems affecting
women across the world.

For CSW 2012, the Priority
Theme was: The empowerment of rural
women and their role in poverty and
hunger eradication, development and
current challenges. The Review Theme
was: Financing for gender equality and
the empowerment of women (agreed
conclusions from the fifty-second ses-
sion) and the Emerging Issue was: En-
gaging young women and men, girls
and boys, to advance gender equality.

The ARS, Inc.’s delegation to
CSW 56 included ungerouhi Vicky
Marashlian, Chair of the ARS, Inc.
Central Executive Board, ungerouhi
Stephanie Killian, Chair of the ARS
UN Committee, ungerouhi Houry
Guedelekian, ARS UN activities coor-
dinator and a host of ungerouhies in-
cluding members of the ARS UN Com-
mittee, ARS UN badge holders and
ungerouhies from New York and New
Jersey Chapters.

SIGNIFICANT OUTCOMES

1. For the first time in ARS UN
history, we submitted a Written
Statement to the Commission in part-
nership with Women’s World Banking
(WWB). NGOs have a greater chance
of acceptance to publish a Written
Statement if partnered with another
NGO. ARS@QUN is cultivating a long-
term relationship with Women’s
World Banking, and we strongly felt a
partnership on the Written Statement
with WWB would provide immediate
and long-term benefits. The Written
Statement describes the correlation
among women’s health, women’s em-
powerment and alleviating poverty; it
has entered the UN record is an offi-
cial UN document.

The Statement was the first of
many “wins” for the ARS at CSW56.

2. ARS@UN Coordinator, U.
Houry Geudelekian, was special advi-
sor to the Chair of the NGO CSW NY,
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Dr. Soon-Young Yoon, and the NGO
CSW NY Planning Committee. Fur-
ther, U. Houry was the Chair of the
NGO CSW NY Woman of Distinction
Award Committee.

3. Connected with the Virginia
Gildersleeve Foundation, through our
partnership on an NGO side event
workshop, from whom we will apply
for a small grant to initiate a micro-
enterprise in Javakhk.

4. Connected with Henriette
Aherns, Country Director of UNICEF
Armenia. Ms. Aherns directed ARS
towards the Asia Development Bank
with whom we have begun discussion
regarding funding for microenterprise
in Armenia.

5. Built the foundation for a con-
tinuing and strong relationship with
the Armenia Mission to the United
Nations, including Ambassador Garen
Nazarian.

6. Ultimately, ARS participation
at CSW 56 will contribute to evaluat-
ing progress on gender equality, and
identifying challenges, setting global
standards and formulating concrete
policies to promote gender equality
and women’s empowerment world-
wide through the UN’s Economic and
Social Council.

ARS SPONSORED EVENTS

Almost every conference organ-
ized by the United Nations that allows
for NGO participation takes place on
two parallel tracks: 1.) UN Member
State level and 2.) concurrent NGO
events. The CSW56 successfully oper-
ates in these two realms. While the
UN Member State delegations meet
and discuss priority themes (with
NGO observers), NGOs also meet in
organized workshops, seminars or con-
versation circles among other forums.
The NGO CSW NY organizes side
events for NGOs, which require an ap-
plication and admission process. As
with the Written Statement, NGOs
partnered with other NGOs have a
greater chance of being chosen to spon-
sor a side event than applying solely.
For CSW56, the ARS partnered with
several different NGOs listed in the
event descriptions below.

1. Wednesday, February 29: “Fi-
nancing Powerful Women: Inte-
grating Microfinancing and Wom-

P

General view of the ARS workshop

The speakers of the events with ARS members

en’s Health”

Partnered with Women’s World,
Banking, ARS sponsored and organ-
ized a workshop entitled “Financing
Powerful Women: Integrating Micro-
financing and Women’s Health.”
Discussants included Myrna Cun-
ningham-Kain, this year’s recipient of
the NGO Commission on the Status of
Women NY’s Woman of Distinction
Award; Inez Murray, Vice President-
Technical Assistance and Programs,
Women’s World Banking, and Judith
Bruce, Senior Associate and Policy
Analyst with the Population Council’s
Poverty, Gender, and Youth Program
. The workshop was moderated by
ARS@UN Chair U. Stephanie Killian.

2. Wednesday, February 29:
“Rural Women and Girls: Issues in
Reproductive Health”

ARS co-sponsored a workshop
with The Virginia Gildersleeve Inter-
national Fund, Soroptimist Interna-
tional, The American Association of
University Women, Soka Gakkai In-
ternational, Women Graduates-USA
and The International Federation of
University Women entitled, “Rural
Women and Girls: Issues in Reproduc-
tive Health.”

3. Friday, March 2: High-Level
Panel in conjunction with the Repub-
lic of Armenia : “From Empower-
ment to Sustainability: Financing,

Health and Participation for Ru-
ral Women”

The ARS organized a high-level
panel event with the Armenian Per-
manent Mission to the UN and His
Excellency, Ambassador Garen
Nazarian. Ambassador Nazarian,
along with Mary Ellen Iskenderian,
CEO of Women’s World Banking, and
Meryl Frank, former United States
Ambassador to the CSW and current
President and CEO of Makeda Global,
a consulting firm providing expert re-
search, analysis and training, in gov-
ernance, participation and gender
equality issues, will discuss “From
Empowerment to Sustainability: Fi-
nancing, Health and Participation for
Rural Women.” Stephanie Killian rep-
resented the ARS and present the or-
ganization’s decades-long efforts in
advancing rural women in Armenia
and the diaspora. Soon-Young Yoon,
chair of the NGO CSW NY, moder-
ated the event. The panel took place
on UN grounds in the North Lawn
Building and because of this secure lo-
cation, the event was closed to the
general public.

In her remarks, U. Killian drew
a parallel between the aims of the UN
Commission and those of the ARS:

As the Commission stresses the
centrality of gender equality and wom-
en’s empowerment in sustainable de-
velopment, so to do those two princi-
ples permeate throughout the work of
the Armenian Relief Society. Further,
as the title of this panel states “From
Empowerment to Sustainability,” so to
is the growth of our more than 100
year old organization.

She then presented a brief his-
torical overview of the 100 years of
ARS history and achievements, and
discussed the future prospects of the
organization, saying:

As the Armenian Relief Society
transitions to a global, sustainable
humanitarian organization, we are
looking to expand our operations to in-
clude more partnerships with govern-
ments, other NGOs and the private
sector. We also are looking to different
programs and schemes like micro-
finance to multiply impact and per-
formance.

She closed her remarks by
stressing the value of womens' com-
mitment around the world and said:

Again, we recognize the value of
the work of UN Women and the United
Nations system, and applaud everyone
in attendance for your commitment to
the advancement of women.
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