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Interview with Central Executive chair ungh. Arousyak Melkonian

1) The Armenian Relief Society is celebrating it§5th anniversary this ing, job placement and skill training.

year. How do you envision the continuity of the amgzation from 1910 to this It's the collective elorts that matters — volunteg supporters, sponsors

day? And how will the ARS be celebrating? a.- What is their fate today, and how is the ARSpeg these families?
A. The Armenian Relief Society's 115th anniversamore than just a mile- b.- Does ARS have a long term strategy to solve ginoblem?

stone, it is a testament to the unwavering foundaipon which we were built. It A.. The forced displacement of over 100,000 Armenians fronakinten

reeects the dedication of those who came beforangs most importantly, reaf- September 19, 2023, after a nine-month blockade,axteagic event. The Arme-
erms our mission: To serve our people and our Hanmek The vision that inspired nian Relief Society (ARS) was quick to respondyjuimg immediate humanitar-
our ancestors remains alive today, carried forviegrdur commitment to passing ian aid and ongoing support for Artsakh families.
the torch to future generations, to our youth tthe treasure of our nation. In collaboration with our ARS chapters in Armenralavorldwide, we have
I am thrilled to announce that our celebrationd taike place in Yerevan, olered essentials, shelter, rent assistance, trartfiand other necessities. We've
Armenia, from October 15-25, 2025, uniting memksard supporters globally. also provided college tuition in Armenia for disgea students from Artsakh, help-
The anniversary committee is working hard to mélke dccasion unforgettable, ing them maintain their education expenses. Thiswade possible by donations
especially after missing our 110th anniversarytdude COVID-19 pandemic.  from the Armenian community in Canada, which preddhe largest share of the
Events will include a Pan-Armenian Conference, jmutélebrations, and funds.
visits to important locations, including our Akhaumr Mother and Child Health Despite our limited resources, the ARS remains citi@adto its mission. We
and Birthing Center, which is also celebratingi®h anniversary. The celebra-focus on job training programs to empower displacdi/iduals and our "Hearths
tion's highlight will be the inauguration of our &drths of Hope" project, which of Hope" project, which helps them engage in adfuice for livelihood. The Ar-
aims to provide housing for displaced Artsakh famil This historic celebration menian Relief Society is dedicated to supportirmgéhwho have lost their homes,
will also feature an artisan program to honor 1&&rg of service and our dedi-ensuring they end stability and hope.
cated supporters.
5) Starting October 2023, during your term as a d¢iraan of the ARS
2) What programs do you have of particular importes both past and Central Executive, you responded to many di'eras#lamities, from Artsakh, to
present in the diaspora, Armenia and Javakhk? Armenia to the diaspora (Lebanon’s ongoing crisByria’s earthquake) and so
A. The Armenian Relief Society (ARS) has electiyémplemented pro- on. How do you deal with these challenges?
grams across the Diaspora, Armenia, and Javaktiksifty on education, humani- A. As of October 2023, | have taken on the rol€bairperson of the Ar-
tarian aid, and community support. menian Relief Society (ARS), a responsibility | eade with commitment and
A fundamental aspect of our initiatives is the AB&olarship Program, loyalty to our mission. Leading this organizatisraiprivilege, and each challenge
which allocates enancial resources to college aiitsl on a global scale. This pro-we face strengthens our resolve. The dedicatimupnfCentral Executive Board,
gram reeects our conviction that the youth reprédke future of our society. In Entities, and members worldwide allows us to ehaglyy respond to humanitarian
the previous year, we awarded scholarships to/thiddents worldwide. Notable crises in Artsakh, Armenia, Lebanon, Syria, anddoely ensuring that those in
recipients of our scholarship program include dgiished individuals such as theneed receive immediate assistance and long-terpodLp
poet, writer, and educator Moushegh Ishkhan, algtigthe esteemed Armenian-

American academic, educator, and historian Varteeg@rian. Furthermore, the 6) What are the most di"cult challenges that th/®RS Central Executive is
ARS “Amanor” Program has been organizing holiday gatlge and providing facing today.
gifts for seniors and children since the year 2@@itionally, our ARS Cruise A.The Armenian Relief Society (ARS) Central ExeeatBoard currently

Program, scheduled for its 9th voyage in 2026, anpsovide an opportunity for encounters a variety of challenges ineuenced bgaoimg humanitarian crises,
members and supporters to connect while raisindsitior our humanitarian mis- geopolitical instability, and the evolving need#\aienian communities globally.
sions. Among the most critical issues is the forced disptaent of Armenians from Art-

In terms of humanitarian aid, the “Hot Meal” Progr&n Syria and Leba- sakh, which has generated an urgent demand f@isaiste housing, employment
non remains one of our most crucial ongoing inited, providing meals to those opportunities, and psychological support for abetfamilies. The ARS is stead-
struggling due to economic hardships and instgbilihe ARS “Children of the fast in its commitment to addressing these needsirmg that displaced individu-
Fallen Heroes” program, originally launched in 1982 the “Sponsor-A-Child” als have the resources necessary to rebuild res\with dignity and stability.
program to provide enancial assistance to childso lost their parents due to the The changing geopolitical landscape necessitat¢$ita ARS remain adapt-
devastating 1988 Spitak earthquake and the Artisddenation War. The ARS later able, enhancing its strategies to protect and stupptnerable communities. In
expanded this program and renamed it "Children deRafieroes,"” which now the Diaspora, Armenian populations in Lebanon ayriaSontinue to grapple
includes the children of fallen soldiers from thec@&nd Artsakh War and victims with economic di#culties and the aftermath ofunal disasters, such as the recent
of the tragic explosion in Stepanakert. earthquake in Syria. Mobilizing resources to sustad e!orts for these com-

The ARS Akhourian Mother and Child Health and BimthCenter in Ar- munities is a pivotal priority, highlighting thegamization’s dedication to global
menia, operational since 1997, has welcomed ov@0Rzealthy newborns andhumanitarian relief.
provides vital maternal healthcare. A communityefed acquisition of a new Preserving educational and cultural heritage ptssamgoing challenges.
mammography machine has further enhanced accessential services. The The ARS is actively engaged in ensuring that Armeryiouth worldwide have ac-
ARS “Hearths of Hope” initiative provides housirgg tlisplaced Artsakh families cess to scholarships, educational programs, amagraLinitiatives, particularly in
thereby ensuring a foundation of stability and s&cas they rebuild their lives. areas where Armenian identity is at risk.

The ARS Javakhk Youth Centers also promote eduwtsmd cultural programs
to strengthen Armenian identity. 7) As the oldest Armenian women’s organization in the woddes ARS

The ARS remains dedicated to uplifting communitiesugh education, hu- have a speci#c agenda for the coming years?
manitarian aid, and cultural initiatives, ensurgrgwth and continuity for future A. As the oldest Armenian women'’s organizatiorhie world, the Armenian
generations. Relief Society (ARS) remains deeply committed tmhnitarian aid, cultural pres-

ervation, and community empowerment. Looking aheadagenda is focused on

3) Can you provide details about your upcoming @cis? sustaining and expanding our programs to ensutr@vthaontinue serving those in

A.The Armenian Relief Society International Convent held every four need while inspiring future generations to uphaldmission.
years, assesses past initiatives, determines titi@wation of successful programs, A vital aspect of our work is to continue suppagtatisplaced families from
and adopts new resolutions to guide future endsa¥tie upcoming convention, Artsakh. Equally important is our emphasis on etianaas we strive to expand
scheduled for 2027, will play a vital role in shagithe organization's missionscholarship programs, youth mentorship, and Armefldaguage education to
while addressing emerging needs. This was resantdte responsiveness demonstrengthen cultural identity. As a women-led orgation, we also prioritize em-
strated in the aftermath of the displacement of @@8,000 citizens from Artsakh. powering women through leadership, entrepreneursimg social engagement,

Our ongoing initiative, "Hearths of Hope," providesusing and stability for ensuring that Armenian women remain ineuentiabés within their communities
displaced families and highlights our commitmerdddressing urgent humanitar-worldwide.
ian needs. In the global sphere, ARS is dedicated to increpgspresence in United

In addition to initiating our own programs, the Aeman Relief Society Nations forums and international humanitarian &padvocating for Armenian
actively supports and funds initiatives that algith our mission to enhance ourcauses on an international level. At the same timveeare committed to reinforcing
communities and homeland. An example is our sugpothe “Verelk” Program, our rapid response capabilities for crises suatesigral disasters, economic hard-
which provides educational opportunities for Artsalouth, helping them build ships, and geopolitical challenges, ensuring thatefian communities receive
careers and secure a prosperous future. timely and elective assistance.

The Armenian Relief Society, with the help of iesvdted volunteers, re- Our ability to fulell these vital initiatives redis entirely on the generosity and
mains ready to respond to emergencies. We are dtedrto serving our commu- dedication of our members, sponsors, and suppofteedr trust and belief in our
nity through humanitarian aid, educational prograansl long-term developmentwork fuel the impact we create, and fundraisinga@s a cornerstone of our suc-
projects for a brighter future. cess. As we look to the future, one of our keyrirgs is engaging and empower-

ing the youth, inviting them to join us in buildiagstronger future.

4) On September 19, 2023, after nine months of kkxbe, over 100,000 Guided by our motto, "With the People, for the Regpve remain steadfast
Armenian population of Artsakh were forcibly dispted from their homeland in our mission to serve, protect, and uplift oumeounities. No challenge is too
to Armenia. great when approached with compassion, unity, [@e;mnd unwavering commit-

We all know that they are facing humanitarian crisesustenance, hous- ment to serving our nation.
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THE ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY OF CANADA
1990-2025

HISTORY: treal) and the ARS Central Osce (Watertown). United Nations - ARS Canada has participated
The Armenian Relief Society is one of the The Canadian ARS Chapters also organize leat the United Nations’ conventions in New York, and
most important Armenian charitable and educationéires with health, social, cultural and Leaderébgp actievely contributes and supports UN initiatives.
organizations in Canada. From the 1890s on, smaklopment Training topics. 68th International Convention on 2005
groups of concerned Armenian immigrant women 72nd International Convention - ARS Canada
and men formed committees in association with the  Membership Drive. - The existence and sucdiosted the convention in Montreal on October 5th,
Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF). Theircess of ARS relies on supporting its young membeg919.
purpose was to raise funds for needy Armenians and driving them to get involved in planning and 73rd International Convention Canadian del-
the Ottoman and Russian Empires. In 1910-11, prexecuting of all ARS initatives and projects whileegates particpated in this convention which was held
marily through the efforts of the ARF fieldworkermotivating and educating them to become ARS a@ Yerevan, Armenia on October 16th, 2023.
Edward Agnouni (Khachatur Malumian), thesdive members. Trips to Armenia.- 1998 First pilgrimage. The
women'’s relief committees were amalgamated as the EDUCATIONAL remains of Sosse Mayrig were transported to Ar-
Armenian Red Cross Society (Hai Garmir Khach). Educational Entities.- ARS Canada along withmenia
By the time it held its erst convention in 1915itg¢ its 10 chapters supports Canadian Armenian Day- Pilgrimages to Armenia were also organized in
headquarters of Boston, it had thirtytwo chapterschools, Saturday Schools, Summer Camps, Nurs@600, 2002, 2004 and 2006
throughout the United States and Canada. The diss and Kindergartens. 2010 ARS 100th Anniversary Celebration
persal of the Armenians during and after World War ~ ARS Canada Scholarship. - ARS Canada along 2015 ARS 71st International Convention
I led to the creation of chapters in countriesadfige  with its 10 chapters awards scholarships to Canadia 2017 Opening ceremony of the Sosse Kinder-
in Europe, the Middle East, and South America. IArmenian students by allocating $17,000.00 CANjarten in Stepanakert
1946 The Hai Garmir Khach changed its name to trannually to 12 university and 5 college students. Lo-

Hai Oknutian Miutiune [Armenian Relief Society orcal chapters like Toronto’s “Roubina” chapter, La- ARS Central Projects Patrticipation
ARS]. val's “Shushi” chapter and Montreal’s “Sosse” chap- ARS Canada region helps ARS CEB in provid-
The presence of the Armenian Relief Societyer award their scholarships as well. ing relief and supporting Motherland needs through

(ARS) Canada has deep roots, and its activities are Volunteer Awards. - The ARS Canada «Schoolarious initiatives
closely related to the various stages of the formatiddommunity Volunteer Award» recognizes the con- Hayasdan All-Armenian Fund- with ARS rep-

of Armenian communities in Canada. tributions of a student graduating from an Armenianesentatives in All Armenian Fund’s Montreal, Laval
Below are the founding dates of ARS CanadBligh School in Canada. To qualify for the awardand Toronto chapters.
chapters after «Brantford» in 1910. the student should have demonstrated leadership Youth exchange program
1911 — Cambridge’s “Galt” then becameskills and volunteered a signiecant amount of time “ARS Best Student” program
“Meghri” chapter re-established in 1965 to school activities such as providing support to  ARS Memorial for ARS deceased members
1912 - St. Catherine’s “Araz” chapter younger students and organizing events. and Donors
1913 - Hamilton’s “Arev” chapter School Awards.- “Zaghgir Hayeren” awards
1924 — Toronto’s “Roubina”. chapter re-estabare granted to three Elementary students who have Children of Fallen Heroes program
lished in 1963 shown exceptional achievement in Armenian Lan-  Syrian Armenian Children Christmas gifts
1926- Windsor’s “Roubina” chapter re-estab-guage. Rehabilitation Centre of handicapped soldiers
lished in 1978 PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICA- in Armenia
1957 — Montreal’s “Sosse” chapter TION “Sosse” kindergartens
1977 — Vancouver’s “Araz” chapter ARS Canada has developed close relations  Akhurian Mother and Child Health & Birthing

After 1990, when ARS Canada became an imwith sister and global organizations as well as &rm Center
dependent region, the following branches were eastan Embassy in Ottawa. ARS Canada board mem- ARS New Year “AMANOR” program

tablished. bers attend all invitations sent in this regards.An Hai Tad, Javakhk and Lorie Vanatsor Youth
1991 — Mississauga’s “Arakasd” chapter nouncements and Events calendars of ARS Cana@anters Vision 2020 Fund
1993 — Ottawa’s “Sevan” chapter and its ten chapters are posted on ARS Canada web- Verelk Program
1993- Laval’s “Shoushi” chapter site ARS Canada (ars-canada.ca), Facebook page «Hearts of Hope» Project where ARS Canada

Facebook, YouTube ARS Canada - YouTube, Indsecame the sole donor to provide housing and job
Today, ARS Canada’s Region with its ten chaptagram, as well as published in the Horizon weeklgportunities to Artsakh for displaced families.

ters counts 1265 members. newspaper and the Torontohye monthly newspaper. ARS CEB Scholarship
Announcements and Events are aired on Nor Hai SPECIAL FUNDRAISINGS
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES Horizon TV (Toronto) as well as Hai Horizon TV In support of Syrian Armenians asected by the
ARS Canada’s programs and activities are eXMontreal). Earthquake.
tensive , however we will try to summarize as below Other Commiunication channels are In support of Syrian Armenians affected by
INTERNAL ORGANIZATIONAL Newsletter and Emails War.
Regional Committees. - ARS Canada Region  «Lradou»: is ARS Canada’s official publica- In support of LebanonArmenians asected by
accomplishes goals and assigned tasks throughfitsn. Its objectives include spreading our messag®yar.
qualieed committees and experienced members. Theaturing chapters’ activities and contributions; Assistance to Artsakh Armenians during 44
list below states standing programs, as highlighting milestones; as well as promoting volday war and afterwards during displacement of Ar-

Fundraising i.e: Syria Earthquake, Lebanon unteerism and social responsibility. Lradou is pubstakh Armenians from their lands. ARS Canada has
All Armenia, Atrsakh and Javakh Programs lished in Horizon Weekly and distributed to ourorganized wide range Canadawide fundraising cam-

Heart to Heart - Sirdé Sird Campaign members. paign to provide aid.
Scholarship Fund program «Ganch» Podcas “Solar Heating System Program” Solar Panels
Wills and other enacial sources Interviews Direct Assistance to Displaced Families of Art-
Memebership Database SEMINARS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS sakh
Constitution and Bylaws Seminars: conferences, inter-chapter meetings Immediate Financial support for 1000 dis-
Orphan Sponsorship program and lectures to help renew and strengthen membeitaced families of Artsakh
Leradou / Newsletter ship ties in an educational and social atmosphere. Warm winter clothing initiative
Ganch podcast These events oeer our members with opportunities  “Let’s Give a Smile to the Children of Art-
Others as needed for collaboration and knowledge sharing. sakh” Toy Drive
ARS Canada Chapters. - SPECIAL EVENTS Fundraiser for Zinvori Dun Rehabilitation
The Canadian ARS Chapters have consistently  20th anniversary celebration of the ARS Canazentre
balanced the needs of the Armenian People outside Region, June 26, 2010 Medical Assistance (Medicine and Equipment)
Canada with the requirements of those in the local  25th anniversary celebration of the ARS Cana-  Canadawide Online auction
communities. da Region, June 26, 2015 Direct assistance to protect against the epidem-

They organize dinners, fairs, online auctions, 30th anniversary celebration of the ARS Canae.
ethnic evenings, ARS Day celebrations, Culturada Region, July 2nd, 2022 (2 years later due to CO-  All-Canada fund of “Aid of Artsakh Families”.
«Dohmig Or» (Heritage Day) events, ARS SummeYID)
camps, ARS Social Services Programs and many 35th anniversary celebration of the ARS Cana- ARS Canada, acting as a region within the
other initiatives aiming to extend a helping handa Region, June 27, 2025 global network of ARS Inc., has woven the ARS
to the Armenians in the Diaspora and the homeland. ARS CENTRAL EXECUTIVE BOARD global mission into the fabric of Armenian commu-
ARS members and Local committees give reliefand The ARS Canada Board works closely withities across the country, it continues to support hu-
help, both financial and social, to individuals anddARS Central Executive Board (CEB) facilitating themanity globally and Armenians worldwide, «With
families in Canada as well as Armenian and foreigsuccessful implementation of programs and initiateke People for The People» slogan.
organizations , and to the urgent needs of the-Diathrough central committees, international conven-
pora as required through ARS Canada Oece (Montion meetings, online sessions and workshops. ARS Canada Executive Board
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ARS CANADA
2025 SCHOLARSHIPS

ARS Canada is pleased to announce its
2025 scholarships available to 12 (
university and 5 college/cegep
students. These scholarships are for those
students who will be in their second or
above year of education.

ARS STH INTERNATIONAL
(bulft /18t

ENTERTAINMENT BY

$\( | ELIE BERBERIAN
. AND HIS BAND, PRUL MALAKHANIAN,
MARCO, VAGHARSHAK ADAMYAN

The University and College scholarship
applications are now available on ARS

Canada website at
https://ars-canada.ca/programs/scholarships/ A

Balcony $2,965 | Window $2,525
Inside $2,175

Prices are in USD per person based on double oceupancy-
Port fees are included. Taxes $146.26 are extra

PRE AND POST ONE DAY TOURS WILL BE AVAILABLE. DETAILS SOON N

Application Deadline is: August 31, 2025
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